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BIO6R APHTCAL 5KETCHE5

OF THE CAST OF

FUNNY G I R L
******************x***x****

The fof fowing businesses sre locoted in the Ankeny
aree, ond have supported the production of FUNNY
6IRL in their own woy. We thonk them very much
ond hope you might support them ofso.

A0solale
Painting and Decorating

Residential - Commercial - Industrial

Pete Punada "A 8ol-stroke 5l*965-8712
Owner of brilIionce' 51S770-8057

Iowa Special Events Group, Ine.
Spcclellsts Il Sornd &. Co.mmunleralo.as

DaIe Blain CEO nE
P.O. Box 8I5 5t5-277-2o,(D2
I )esMoines, IowaSOSO4 Fax:515-277-20,0,6
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JENNy NEI6HBOUR (Fonny Brice) - Jenny hqs been singing in her church
choir, but she hos never 6een in o stoge show like "Funny Girl". As o
newcomer she hos done an excellent job turning herself into Fonnie Brice.
She hos been on inspirotion to other cost members. Jennie's qmbition is to
"do voices" for ony kind of onimoted shows--just so she cqn continue singing.
She hod an off er to work on Sesqme Street but opted to stoy in fowo with
husbond Mike. No regrets. They hove two doughters - Abbi ond Kotie, 10
ond 8 yeors old. She olso works porttime ot Creotive Treosures ond Ankeny
Y MCA os o f itness instructor. Both Jenny ond Mike grew up in Ankeny ,long
bef ore Kohfs, Chilis, Torget, etc.

PAUL CARSTENSON (Eddy Ryon) - Poul wqs o lucky find for "Funny Girl".
He ogreed to do o smoll role but wqs more thqn willing to toke over o leod
role. Modom Director is thril led to hove Poul in her cost. Appcrently
performing is second noture for Poul. He's been in "Oliver", "AAusic Mon",
" Annie 6et Your 6un" cnd more..... His lifelong ombitions ore to sing ot
Corne4ie Holl ond to be poid for his fqvorite posttime--singing. He's the
Afmighty Mocheek (????) to his fomily. Poul is on opticion for One Hour
Opticof . Need glosses, onyone??

iAELODy BENEKE (Sweeney's beouty ond Follies girl) - Melody hos never
6een in o grownup theotricol show, but she hos declored she will do it ogcin.
ACToppreciates her pleosont qnd helpful ossistonce. Wearing oZie4feld
hot hos inspired /tAelody to become o milliner to moke Follies hots.
Meanwhile, Melody works for Principol Fincnce os o porolegol. Her parents
ond siblings live in New Albin, fowo.

LESLIE STRATTON (Sweeney's beouty ond Follies girl) - Leslie is involved
with cross country trock, dromo ond speech of Ankeny High School ond stil l
f inds time to do mony helpful chores for "Funny 6irl" A speciol thonk you
goes out to Leslie for leorning donces ond diologue in cose someone "breoks o
1.9". Her previous stoge experience wos ploying o looney Christmos wisemon
nomed Binky. fn the future Leslie wonts to trovel ond discover Englond,
frelond ond Wqles.



JOHN COOPER (Heckie ond woiter)- John come to ACT
vio Bev Heldt, our in-house decorotor. They ore co-workers of Wellmork.
John hqs hod theatricol experience in high school and his church, ond
thoroughly enjoys being o spectotor ot mony locol theqters. Now he hos o
duol role in "Funny Girl" , works behind stage ond is hoving a grent time. He
thonks Bev f or getting him involved. John olso enjoys his son who is olmost
qn oenospace engineer ond his doughter who shines ot the bowling olley.
John odds hoppiness for his fellow octors.

JO REID (Director of "Funny Girl") - Jo hos three fqvorite things: (1)
trerry , (2) grondkids (ond kids), ond (3) theqter! She's smoll, but mighty ond
crosses oll "tees" ond dots oll "eyes". She eats, sleeps ond dreoms theater
ond probobly donces qs she sleepwolks. After oll, she's o choreogropher ond
hos o sheepskin to prove it. "Funny 6irl" hos beeno fremendous chollengeto
stage ond direct, but the cost ond production crew havebeen marvelous to
pitch in qt oll times. Jo thonks them for their cheerful cooperotion. Bef ore
her old oge, she hopes to ploy the leqd in"Peter Pon".

TROy DESTIGTER (John, Stoge Monoger) - We should coll Troy "Geyser"
becquse he's 'old 

foithfu!' . He hos been in numerous ACT shows, including
onother musicol. He hqs declared himself c non-musicion, but he directed
some other mod scientists os they sang in "Li'l Abner". His boton wos o gloss
swizzle stick. Troy's fqvorite shows havebe-en "Rumors" ond "You Con't
Toke It With You". Troy collects music records and CD's which he uses in
his bochelor pod. Troy works ot Americon Republic fnsuronce. [ff you reod
this on Moy 8, tell Troy hoppy birthdcy.l

C.W. (Bud) PMTT (FlorenzZiegfeld) - Bud estimotes thot he's beenin20-
25 shows since he took donce lessons os o youngster (bock in Konsos). Most
of thqt number hos been at ACT where his booming voice olwoys mokes on
impression. Some of his fqvorites ore "Forty Corqts", Little Shop of
Horrors, ond "Horvey". As o retirep. from the clothing business, Bud spends
his time ploying golf , playing with his computer ond troveling oround the
country withHozel. He olso sings with his church choir ond the Ankeny
Community Chorus.



JEANNE GINGER (Mrs. Brice) - Jeanne is doing show #t9 for ACT.
Singing, doncing ond octing hos been Jeonne's lif elong interest qnd she's
olwoys ready ond will ing to "do" onother show. One of her fovorite shows
wos "Boeing-Boeing" when she wos q French moid ond wore fishnet stockings
ond q very short skirt. Jeanne hos worked over 23years qt the Ankeny
school system ond enjoys her 23 grondkids ond ll great-grondkids. Her
fomily recently surprised Jeonne with o 75th birthdoy porty, qt which she
did rock 'n  ro l l l

SUSAN FURLAND (Mrs. Strokosh) - There's o song entitled "f Coin't Soy
No". Thot song is Suson, ond ACT is glod of it. Her first show wos "Li' l
Abner" , she sings with ACT ff, serves on the ACT Boord of Directors, qnd

sings numerous ploces (or whenever she con). Suson olso brought her
doughter Allison to "Funny Girl". Suson works for the 5E Polk school
district, ploys golf ond enjoys her fomily.

ALLISON FURLAND PURDy (Sweeney's beouty ond Follies girl) - ft wos
hord for Allison to come to a stronge place 6Cn with stronge people
(octors) without knowing whot she wos getting into. However, she's now
reloxed ond enjoying her ossignments. We appreciote her willingness.
Af f ison is morried to Jeremy ond they hqve two bobies, cots thot is. She's q

groduote of fSU with a de-gree in opporel design. She wos last employed ot
Younkers os on ossistont buyer until the big loyoff. She is presently job
hunting. Her drenm is to design clothing or becoming o photogropher.

BRIAN DEPREZ (Nick Arnstein) - Brion is not o newcomer to ACT, but
"Funny 6irl" is his first musicol. To-dote Brion hos never been o singer, but
Director Jo convinced him thot she could mqke it work. His future is
honging on o vocol chord! Regardless, he hos the speoking voice, looks ond
buns. Brion works ct Wells Forgo. Brion is proud of his fomily which includes
his wife beoutiful Wendy, o delightful doughter Allison ond o morvelous son
Brondon.



KAREN BURKETT-SANDOVAL (Mrs . Meeker) - Bock in 1998, Koren's
husbond suggested she find o hobby. She did, ond her Premie?e
performonce wos in "The Musicol Comedy Murders of 1940", in which she
ployed o "skitzo" ond fell out of o closet with only unmentionobles. She olso

needed dtfferent language occents, which she olreqdy hod, since she con

speok German ond Sponish. Every year she does q show for ACT ond

currently serves on the Boord of Directors. Koren chooses to toke
everythinq with o bif of humor, ond she con be seen tooling oround town with

o bumper sticker soying "Drqmo Queen". Her fomily consists of husbond
Alexonder the Gre-at (works qt DMAAC), she is the Borboriqn Librorion
(she's heod librorion in Bondurqnt); ond son is Eric the Mognificent (in the
tolented ond gifted progrom ot school).

JOHN R. LEE (Mr. Renoldi) - John hos been oround for over o decade of

theater at ACT, doing impressive drqmotic roles ond bockstoge work.
Presently John is q construction ossistont (personnel work) of Perry Home
Builders, fnc. His description of his fomily is: "A[y wife will teoch you moth;
my doughter will plon your weddtng: my son hos importqnt theotricol
contocts". John--in his misery of o broken onkle--hos been o reql asset to

"Funny Girl".

JERRy LEE REID (Mr. Keeney, Stage Moncaer cnd Honey-Do) - Jerry is
possibfy the busiest person of the "Funny Gtrl" crew. He not only hos a role

to ploy, but he keeps o lot of bockstoge people busy with 2t set chonges.

trerry does his job with "his" poce and lovingly, since he sleeps with the
director. Jerry hos been president of the Boord of Directors ond hqs
served in olmost every capocity. The Reids conbe considered the bockbone
of ACT since its onset, ond they continue to contribute wherever or
however. Jerry's view of the future is to ogoin be invited to escort his
grondchildren to "show ond tell" ond to retirement!



ERIC SANDOV AL (Henry Street visitor) - Eric is olmost eleven yeors old
ond been bitten by the theqtricol bug, thonks to his mother who brought him
to rehearsols, hqd him "run lines" with her, ond just honging out with the
octors/octresses. He wos in "Chorlotte's Web" ond loved it. He ottends
Northwest Elementory in Ankeny ond is in the fourth grade. He is in the
tolented ond gifted progrom ond speoks Sponish ond q little German. Some
doy Eric would l ike to be o journql ist.

DICK WILSON (Workmon ond set builder) - Good'ol Dickl He hos mode his
living with his honds using his extensive know-how ond is will ing to shore his
tolent with ACT. Eoch ossignment wos done to o "T" ond Mqdom Director
wos so oppreciotive of his work thot she gove him o smoll port in "Funny
Girl". Thanks to Dick.

GWyNNE JOHNSON-AAISHLER (Piono Accomponist) - Gwynne's first
oppeoronce of ACT wos os Peppermint Potty in "Chorlie Brown", ond she hos
been in numerous other shows oround the aren. She is o music tqcher at
Socred Heort in West Des Moines ond in o mixed morrioge (she's o Pocker
fon ond he's q Beor rooter). They have o three-yenr-old doughter Moddie.
Gwynne's dreom is to get enough sleep somedoy.

IAICHAEL STEII^EL (Piono Accomponist) - Michoel come to the Des
Moines oreq vio Jesup, fowo, ond Loras College in Dubugue,wherehe earned
his de4ree in music . Currently he is studying ot 5t. Joseph's Collqe in
Rensseloer, fndiono, to complete his Mosters Dqree in Liturgy ond Music.
He is Director of Worship ot Socred Heart Porish in West Des Moines. ACT
is oppreciotive of Michqel's porticipotion in "Funny Girl" .

CORy DOUOLAS (Sweeney's beouty ond Follies girl) - Cory is ACT's renl-
life cupie doll. She joined the cost rother lote into reheorsols, but by the
end of o week she knew the routines ond did them well. Her perpetuol smile
helped everyone. She wos discovered by Fonny ond Jo in their church choir.
Her only previous octing job wos of the Ployhouse in "Annie". Cory is morried
qnd hos two children who keep her busy with their octivities. Her son Kyle
hos been a helper in the light booth.



AiARLENE TERPSTRA (Sweeney's beouty ond Follies girl) - Morlene wos
enticed to join fhe "Funny Girl" cost by one of her clients: Modqm Director.
She is owner of Dutch Clean, o house-cleoning business. (Call707-3699 f or
informotion.) 5he cloims no previous experrence on the stoge, but might do
more shows in the future. Morlene's ombitions include hiking the
Appofochion Troil, troveling to Hollond, ond getting licenses to f ly on oirplone
ond to skydive. She is strongly fomily-oriented with porents in Missouri,
brother in Ohio, sisters in Minnesotq ond Texqs. Not to be f orgotten is her
boy friend in Minnesoto.

BARBARA VALLINE (Emmo) - Bqrb is ploying the role of the personol oide
to Fonny, but she is olso o great oid to the production of "Funny Girl". Some
peoplejust know whot to do, qnd do it! We certainly oppreciote oll the
detoils thot she hos covered in this show. Borb hos only been in one other
show in high school--"The Sound of Music", but we hope she will continue ot
ACT. She is mqrried, hqs three children ond four grondchildren, one of
whom is o Henry Street guest. Borb works porttime of Treasure House.

TARyNN DODD (Henry Street visitor) - Tarynn comes to ACT cleor from
Colo, fowo, becouse she likes to sing. She hos beenin mony shows during her
eight yelrrs, mostly at school. Torynn spcrkles, just like her grondmother
Borbl


