
By John Michael Tebelak 
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Ankeny Community Theatre 

March 2 - 18, 2007 



Twenty-five years ago, Pastor Fred Lewis and some of his First United 

Methodist congregation decided to put their acting skills to use. From 

that group, Ankeny Community Theatre was born. Since then it has 

been a venue for a long list of local actors, directors, stage crews and vol-

unteers to use their talents to provide entertainment to the Ankeny area. 

Hundreds of dedicated volunteers have donated countless hours over 

the past 25 years to keep ACT a part of the community.   

For years, the group performed shows in many locations around Ankeny  

including Ankeny High School, Neveln Center, Lakeside Center and the 

old movie theater building on West 1st Street. In 1993, with the help of 

Denny Elwell, ACT moved into a place it could call home. Sweat and 

many hours converted the empty space into a community theater. ACT 

has expanded its season from one to two shows a year to five, and some-

times even six. Children’s theater and educational opportunities have 

been a vital part of ACT since 2004.   

Ankeny Community Theatre would like to take this opportunity to say 
thank you to its loyal audiences, supporters and business partners. With-
out their support, ACT would not be celebrating its 25th anniversary. 
With your continued support, ACT looks forward to providing live thea-
ter to Ankeny for another 25 years. 

ACT Celebrates Silver Anniversary 





 

 

 

 

Est. 1986 
20 years of giving you our best! 

 

 

 
 

                                                           917 East First Street * 964-5584 

*30 minute circuit training 

*Exercises change monthly 

*Combines strength and cardio      

      training 

*Uplifting environment 

*One-on-one & group support 

 
Owners: Jenny Neighbour,  

Deb Finnestad, Luke Carlson 

 107 E. First Street, Ankeny 

965-3809 

www.crosstrainfitness.com  

BECKERMAN ACCOUNTING 
TAX RETURNS DONE RIGHT 

Aaron D. Beckerman 
Owner 

 

1024 59th Street 

West Des Moines, IA  50266-6364 

Home Phone (515) 223-1442 

Cell Phone (515) 778-6661 

E-mail   aaronbe@netins.com 





2006-2007 Season 
 

Our Town                                                                  
September 22 - October 8 

 
And Then There Were None 

(Ten Little Indians) 
November 3 - 19 

 
Wizard of  Oz 
January 12 - 28 

 
Godspell 

March 2 - 18 
 

Arsenic and Old Lace 
April 27 - May 13 

Auditions:  March 4 & 5 at 7:00 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

President - Monte Engh 

President Elect - Monica Green 

Past President - Jerry Reid 

Kyle Chizek         

John Claes         

Bev Heldt 

Dawn Hockemeyer        
Al Ites         

Keith Pederson 

Paul Ruby       

Kent Whitmore 

Out of consideration to the actors and your fellow patrons, please turn 
off all cellular telephones, pagers or other audible electronic  devices be-
fore the show begins. 

No recording devices or flash photography are allowed during any of our 
productions. 



DIRECTOR‟S NOTES   
 

Godspell is the dramatization of  the parables of  Jesus 
as told in the Gospel according to Saint Matthew.  The 
drama and music are to be perceived as a celebration 
and a joyful event.  The time and place of  Godspell 
could be anytime and anywhere.   
 

The cast in clown costumes and whiteface are a theat-
rical method of  heightening the Good News and 
Happiness that the Word brings.  During the finale as 
the make-up is removed, the true meaning of  the cele-
bration is revealed.   

                                         Jo Reid, Director   



GODSPELL  

Act I 

Prepare Ye the Way of  the Lord      Kent 

Save the People        John 

Day by Day       Holly 

Learn Your Lessons Well         Lisa 

Bless the Lord           Kathryn 

All For the Best          Kent and John 

All Good Gifts           Erik 

Light of  the World     Doug, Holly and Cast 

 

Act II 

Learn Your Lessons Well (Reprise)     Lisa 

Turn Back, Old Man        Anne and John 

Alas for You         John 

By My Side             Amanda and Mike 

We Beseech Thee           Erik 

Day by Day (Reprise)        Holly and Cast 

On the Willows*          Guest Soloists 

 

 

Guest Soloists* 

Kevin Lind 

Greg Millar 

Kevin Spire 

Ed Griffith 

 

Matthew 13:10 - 15  



CAST 
(in alphabetical order) 

 

Joyce Allen 

Amanda Banks 

Michael Banks 

Jim Bisbey 

Kathryn Bisbey 

Doug Chew 

Ane Claes 

John Claes 

Lisa DeWaard 

Erik Ericksen 

Holly Paterson 

Kent Whitmore 
 

 

Playgrounds Keepers/ 

Equipment Managers 
Thomas “Opie” Moore 

Bryce Whitmore 
 

 

MUSICIANS 
Brenda McConahay, Keyboard 

Chris Fordyce, Bass Guitar 

Rex Howell, Percussion 

Drew Douglass, Guitar 
 

 



PRODUCTION CREW 

 

Director                 Jo Reid 

Music Director             Brenda McConahay 

Assistant to the Director             Grace Leverenz 

Set Design and Construction                Jerry Reid 

             Dick Wilson 
             

Lighting and Sound Design     Harold Mosier  

          & Polly Taylor 

Properties                 Shelley Blok 
Costumes                                 Cast 

Hair & Make-up     Katherine Claes & cast 

House Manager      Jerry Reid 

Refreshments           Bev Heldt &  

        Kent Whitmore 

Playbill              Lynn Arterburn 

Marketing              Dawn Hockemeyer, 
        Jolene Swartz &  

        Lynn Arterburn 

 

SPECIAL APPRECIATION 
 

Keith Pederson - Prologue 

Jan Price - “Tie-dying” the set 

Sarah Reid - Signing “Day by Day” 

 

Produced by special arrangement with  

Music Theater International 



JOYCE ALLEN - Joyce returns to ACT after appearing in It‟s a 
Wonderful Life.  She has performed in church musicals, at The 
Ingersoll, Salisbury House, Drama Workshop and the   Ankeny 
Elks Lodge.  Her favorite hobby is acting!  Other hobbies in-
clude bicycling, jogging, aerobics, crafts and creative writing 
for the Ankeny Register.  Joyce also works in the health care 
field.  She credits her son and significant other for planning 
their lives around her busy schedules.   

 

AMANDA BANKS - Amanda is making her debut at ACT and 
enjoying singing and dancing in Godspell with her father.  
They are both theater lovers and karaoke participants. Amanda 
is a sophomore theater major at Grandview College.  She has 
directed a one-act play and performed in numerous others. She 
has also been active in the Iowa Fringe Festival.    

 

 MICHAEL BANKS - Michael is a Des Moines native and has 
been on many stages in the area.  He has been the Baron in 
Sound of Music, Billy Bones in Treasure Island, Grandpa Joe in 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.  He also sings in his church 
choir and with the Glastonbury Revelers.  Mike and his daugh-
ter have been an asset to ACT.  Mike works at KDSM.   

 

JIM BISBEY - Jim does theater with a little arm-twisting from 
Kathryn.  He is a multi-talented man with a great attitude. His 
debut with ACT was in The Wizard of Oz as a „green guard‟.  
Jim prefers being in the light and sound booth.  Jim and Kath-
ryn‟s family include Sir Ramsey and Princess Jasmine, the fam-
ily cats.  

 

KATHRYN BISBEY - Everyone should recognize the painted 
face of Kathryn as the one and same girl that has done Little 
Shop of Horrors, Messuggah Nuns, Nunsense, and the recent 
Schoolhouse Rock musicals as well as numerous other dramas 
on the ACT stage.  She also sings at the local Methodist 
Church and directs their Worship Band.  She and husband Jim 
have done Godspell before, but after Jim‟s accident they are 
especially thankful and blessed to be doing this show again.   



DOUG CHEW - Doug is a true Thespian!  Godspell is his fourth 
show with ACT in the past year.  Other activities include Thresh-
olds, Des Moines Concert Singers, Living History Farms, and 
Iowa Radio Reading Information Service.  He‟s married, has two 
grown sons and a demanding cat.  Doug works for Yellow Trans-
portation in Customer Service.   
 

ANNE CLAES - Anne‟s first role for ACT was Mrs. Webb in the 
1994 production of Our Town, followed by Violet in It‟s a Wonder-
ful Life.  She has performed in several community theaters in east-
ern Iowa – Iowa City, Cedar Rapids and Washington, her home-
town.  Anne teaches preschool at Little Friends and is a kickbox-
ing instructor at Jacobs Martial Arts. Anne lives in Johnston with 
husband John and nine-year-old daughter Katherine.  
 

JOHN CLAES - John is delighted for the opportunity to reprise his 
favorite role of Jesus in Godspell, which he played in 1979 at       
LaSalle High School in Cedar Rapids. He also appeared on various 
other stages in Cedar Rapids.  At ACT John has played a lead roles 
in It‟s a Wonderful Life and Then There Were None.  John is on 
the ACT Board of Directors and has perfomed in ACT II.  He and 
Anne enjoy their daughter who is helping Godspell with the 
makeup artwork.    
 

LISA DE WAARD - Lisa is a true theater-lover and has visited 
Broadway (NYC) five times.  Locally, Lisa has been in numerous 
shows with various theaters in Des Moines and Ames.  She sings, 
does percussion gigs, and has been trained to speak in several   
dialects.  Lisa loves “doing” karaoke.  She works for MetLife.  Lisa 
graduated from ISU in 2000.   
 

ERIK ERIKSEN - Erik appears in Godspell following a seven-year 
hiatus from ACT.  In 1981 he played in ACT‟s inaugural produc-
tion of You Can‟t Take It With You, and then did the next ten ACT 
shows. His most memorable roles were Elwood P. Dowd in Har-
vey and Nicely-Nicely in Guys and Dolls. After 40 years in Iowa 
education, Erik, now semi-retired, and his wife Jolene live on a 
small acreage by Pleasant Hill.  Erik claims it‟s „kinda‟ good to be 
back home, and Godspell makes for a welcome-home party.   



HOLLY PATERSON - Godspell is Holly‟s first experience in 
community theater and she hopes to continue.  She is enjoying 
the cast and her role of singing and dancing.  Previously Holly 
was involved in many high school dramatics, co-directed a play, 
and was a make-up mistress.  Holly is the teacher for two-year-
olds at the Easter Seals Child Development Center.  She also 
“runs” a weekend karaoke show.  Holly‟s family live in Wiscon-
sin and her older brother is out-to-sea in the Navy.  

 

KENT WHITMORE - Kent has been a loyal and enthusiastic 
member of ACT. It is no problem for Kent to tackle a singing, 
dancing or comedian role, and he does it with pizzazz!  During 
his high school years Kent had assorted training is singing 
groups and theatrical productions.  In addition, Kent has per-
formed at the Ingersoll, Shoestring Productions, church plays 
and presently at the Ankeny Elks Lodge where they are in     
rehearsal for Radio, Razzle-Dazzle.  

 

BRENDA McCONAHAY - Brenda, our keyboard specialist, is 
a food and nutrition teacher at Lincoln High in Des Moines by 
day, and a well known musician by night!  She has accompa-
nied many musicals and the B&B cabaret singers.  She also job 
shares as church musician at New Hope Methodist.  During 
Godspell Brenda has been patient, helpful, punctual, fun and 
all-around good sport.  Her excitement for the year is becoming 
a grandmother for the first time, complements of her son and 
wife.  She also has a live-in daughter who attends ISU.   Thanks 
to Brenda for making Godspell a winner.   

 

 JO REID - Small, but mighty still fits Jo Reid as a dramatic 
and dynamic director.  Jo and her retired husband, Jerry Leigh,  
make a good team at ACT.  Jo has multiple credits for previous 
choreography, music and drama directing, but she will never 
retire from her favorite place – in the theater.  She dots the “I‟s” 
and is a stickler for perfection.  In their other life, Jo and Jerry 
dote on their children and grandchildren.   

 

  



2006 - 2007 Season Contributors 

2006 - 2007 Friends of  ACT 
Home Federal Loan Bank of Des Moines has generously contributed through their 
employee matching gift program.   * indicates this gift was matched by an employee 
matching program. 

 

Ankeny Community Theatre would like to thank all of our anonymous donors whose 
gifts total nearly $625.  

Artist‟s Circle ($40) 

Kay Bower 

Kay Chevalier 

John Cooper 

Craig Fruendt 

Bettie Hampton 

Jan Kerrigan 

Jan Luce 

Jennifer Mahlow 

Sharon McGraw 

Verdel Odgaard 

Abby Ostrem 

Bertha Perry 

Ruth Politsch 

Barbara White 

Kent Whitmore 

Patron‟s Circle ($50 - $74) 

Orville & Bonnie Ballard 

Jim & Carolyn Bauer 

Dottie Blewer 

Bob & Leona Carlson 

Roger & Mary Ann Cozine 

Loanne Dodge 

Willis & Arlene Engh 

Marian Garner 

Jeff & Susan Jacobson 

Ordean & Elizabeth Johnson 

Paul & Lisa Knake 

Ken & Donna Kelling 

Earl & Janet Leonard 

Matt & Kara McGarvey 

Harold Mosier 

Jay & Margaret Munson 

Jim & Beverly Nelson 

Bud & Hazel Pratt 

Sheri Ragan 

Stephen & Georgene Raver 

Polly Taylor 

Don & Barb Wagner 

 

Director‟s Circle  ( $75 - $249) 

Doris Anderson 

Jim & Sharon Anderson 

Doug & Lynn Arterburn 

Jim & Kathryn Bisbey 

Aldo & Donna Bulgarelli 

Scott Burham 

John & Anne Claes 

Richard & Nancy Degner 

Troy DeStigter 

Edwin & Joan Gibson 

Kirk Reeder & Sharon Hall*  

Bev Heldt   

Greg & Dawn Hockemeyer 

Marjeane Hunter 

Lory & Mary Johnson 

Bob & Leighann LaRocca 

Oscar & Renie Lenning 

Grace Leverenz 

Gene & Gail Lucht 

Jeff & Ann McGill 

Mike & Jenny Neighbour 

Harvey & Sandy Olsthoorn 

Larry & Jo Overton 

Al & Jan Price 

LaVerne & Janice Quass 

Evelyn Rigby 

Phil & Karen Swift 

Linda Whitecotton 

Janet Wilson 

Don & Carolyn Zuck 

Producer‟s Circle ($250 - $499)  

Gerry & Pam Bair 

Monte & Vicki Engh 

Jeanne Ginger 

Al & Sue Ites 

Fred Lewis 

Keith & Karen Pederson 

Roger & Sandra Spahr 

Paul & Kaylene Ruby 

Angel‟s Circle ($500+) 

Glen & Vi DeStigter 

Monica Green 

Jerry & Jo Reid 

Jessie Reid 

Juanita Rogers 

 

Delores Van Oort 

2006 - 2007 Corporate Friends 
Community State Bank                

Bob Brown Chevrolet/Bob Brown Pontiac, Buick, GMC 



1932 SW 3rd Street 
Mailing Address:  PO Box 122, Ankeny, Iowa  50021 

Phone:  515-964-5007 
Website:  www.ankenycommunitytheatre.com 

Email:  information@ankenycommunitytheatre.com 
Tickets:  tickets@ankenycommunitytheatre.com 

ACT NEEDS YOU! 
ACT depends on the citizens of Ankeny and the surrounding communities to 
keep the theater running. Each volunteer is a valuable asset to the theater. 
Everyone is welcome. Time commitments can be large or small. Volunteer 
possibilities include but are not limited to: 

Costuming 

Set building 

Make-up 

Concessions  

Committee work 
 

You may also support the theater by purchasing season tickets or a member-
ship. Check out the opportunities by picking up volunteer forms or season 
tickets and membership forms from the box office or visit our website. You 
may also call the theater and the volunteer coordinator will return your call.   
Make new friends, have fun with old friends, and know the satisfaction of 
being part of live theater.  

 

MATCHING FUNDS 
Several companies have volunteer programs in place where the employer will 
match the amount of money that an employee donates to nonprofit organiza-
tions. Several also have programs where they match hours an employee has 
volunteered with a dollar contribution. Pioneer, Meredith, Federal Home 
Loan Bank and MidAmerican Energy are just some of the companies that 
have provided such funding to ACT based on employees contributing and 
working with ACT. Please check with your employer to see if you could be 
taking advantage of these programs and help secure ACT financing.  

 

EMAIL NOTIFICATION 
If you would like to receive information about ACT such as newsletters, audi-
tion information, children’s activities and show reminders, please go to our 
website to sign up for email notification. Help us cut down on our mailing 
costs while keeping you informed of the most current events at ACT. 







For All Your Pumping Needs… 

Godwin Dri prime Pumps 

Pumps In Stock for sale or rental for dewatering, 

Sewer bypass or wellpoint. 

Call Jason Noel (515) 681-1879 

Or 

John Burroughs (515) 681-6349 



 
 

CHICK-A-PEN-HILL 
 

CLASSIC EXTERIOR LIGHTS & 
LAWN DECOR 

 

LOCATED JUST 2 MILES EAST OF 
ELKHART, IA. 

 

VISIT OUR UNIQUE  
SHOWROOM 

 

FOR BUSINESS HOURS AND  
FOR SALES--PH. 800-535-2959 

  
HAVE A SPECIAL  

OCCASSION COMING UP?  
 

CHICK-A-PEN-HILL 
RENTS!!  




