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Patron Information 

During the Performance 
 Please turn off all cellular phones, pagers and any noise-making devices. 
 The taking of photographs and the use of recording equipment of any 

kind is strictly prohibited. 
 Smoking is not permitted in the building. 
 In consideration to others and the performers, late comers may not be 

seated until an appropriate time during the performance. 
 
Ticket Information 
 Show times:  Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 pm; Sundays at 2:00 pm 
 Reservations may be made by phoning 964-5007.  Please leave a 

message and a volunteer will call you back.  Reservations may also be 
made online at tickets@ankenycommunitytheatre.com. 

 The box office opens 1/2 hour before performances. 
 Season tickets are available.  One of our board members will be happy 

to discuss options with you during intermission. 
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1932 SW 3rd Street 
Mailing Address:  PO Box 122, Ankeny, Iowa  50021 
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22 years of giving you our best! 
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Y0ur full service flooring store 
 
 

515-964-4075  102 SE 3rd St. Ankeny, IA  50021 



 Visual Eyes 
Optical Frames and Lenses • Fashion Sunwear  

Eye exams available 

Charles Ericson ABOC, NCLEC Optician 

 

324 S. Ankeny Boulevard 
Ankeny, Iowa  50023 

 

Ph:  515-964-8929 Fax:  515-964-8928 
www.VisualEyesIowa.com You Will Love Your Eyewear  

 BECKERMAN ACCOUNTING 
TAX RETURNS DONE RIGHT 

Aaron D. Beckerman 
Owner 

 

1024 59th Street 

West Des Moines, IA  50266-6364 

Home Phone:  (515) 223-1442 

Cell Phone:  (515) 778-6661 

E-mail:  aaronbe@netins.com 

Bring in this ad and receive 

1 Free Personal Return 

when you pay for one tax 

return. 

 

Come and see Dana and Bonnie Bilyeu and 

Jan Globuschutz from Heartland Floors continuing the 

tradition of excellent customer service at  

Flooring America on Delaware  

next to Slumberland. 

 

1205 SE 16th Ct.  Suite 500 

963-9401 

With you every step of the way. 



CLUE:  The Musical 
Book by Peter De Pietro / Lyrics by Tom Chiodo 

October 2 - 18 
 

I Remember Mama 
By John Van Druten 

December 4 - 20 
 

Every Little Crook and Nanny 
By Pat Cook 

February 12 - 28 
 

Lend Me a Tenor 
By Ken Ludwig 
April 16 - May 2 

 

Leaving Iowa 
By Tim Clue & Spike Manton 

June 11 - 27 
 

Saturday Night at the Drive-In 
By Pat Cook 
August 6 - 22 

Audition Dates:  June 13 & 14 

ACT's 2009-2010 Season 





Ankeny Community Theatre and the cast and crew of  Leaving 
Iowa would like to thank the following businesses for providing 
prizes to give away each night and for brochures to use in our 
Welcome Center.  Please feel free to take any of  the brochures! 
 
Adventureland Park - brochures 

Ankeny Applebee's - dinner for two 

Ankeny Fridley Springwood Theatre - brochures & movie passes 

Ankeny Okoboji Bar and Grill - $30 gift card 

Blank Park Zoo - tickets 

The Butler House on Grand B&B - brochures & a certificate for 

     one night stay get the 2nd night free 

DNR - State Parks Guides 

I-Cubs - tickets, schedules & brochures 

Iowa Historical Building - brochures, Iowa coffee table book 

     & an Iowa: Places to See book 

Iowa State Fair - brochures 

Iowa Tourism - Iowa Travel Guides 

King's Point in Storm Lake - pool passes & brochures 

Madison County Chamber of  Commerce - brochures 

Newton Valle Drive-In - movie passes 

Reiman Gardens in Ames - passes 

Spook Cave and Campgrounds - brochures 

Summerset Winery - brochures, wine & Tour and Tasting Party 

     Certificate for Ten 

The Old Creamery Theatre - $20 gift certificates 

Leaving Iowa Donors 



Cast 
 

Don Browning            Aaron Price 

Dad          Al Price 

Mom            Becky Plager 

Sis       Torii Grabowski 

Farmer Johnson, Joe Hofingers, 

Civil War Guy, Wayne    Kent Whitmore 

Grandpa, Uncle Phil,  

Mechanic, Bob          Monte Engh 

Cart Guy, Amish Guy,  

Jack Singer, Clerk          Garren Bugh 

Mrs. Johnson, Museum Assistant,  

Jamie, Park Ranger           Julie Bratton 

Grandma, Amish Gal, Jessie      Lisa DeWaard 

Aunt Phyllis, Drunk Lady, Judy           Joyce Allen 

Time & Place:  The Present and the Past 
 

There will be a 15 minute intermission. 
 

Warning:  A strobe light will be used during ACT 2. 

Leaving I
owa 

The Comedy about
 Family Vacations 

Leaving Iowa premiered at the Purple Rose Theatre Company on January 22, 
2004, in Chelsea, Michigan, directed by Anthony Caselli. 



Director        Lynn Arterburn 

Producer/Stage Manager           Theresa Britt 

Lights       Tim Klingensmith, Harold Mosier* 

Sound                Polly Taylor 

Backstage Crew              Vonnie Whitmore 

Props/Costumes   Lynn Arterburn. Theresa Britt, 

            Scott Nielsen, Vonnie Whitmore 

Set Construction           Doug Arterburn, Harvey Olsthoorn*, 

        Sandy Olsthoorn, Jerry Reid, 

        Mark Tuttle, Kent Whitmore 

Set Painting     Mark Tuttle, Vonnie Whitmore 

House Manager       Doug Arterburn 

Playbill        Lynn Arterburn 

Marketing     Sharon Anderson, Doug Arterburn, 

              Lynn Arterburn*, Becky Plager, 

            Kathy Polson 

Staycation Team     Theresa Britt*, Scott Nielsen, 

                Vonnie Whitmore 

*Denotes Crew Leader 

Production Team 



Cast Biographies 

Joyce Allen (Aunt Phyllis, Drunk Lady, Judy) has a long list of 
acting roles on a plethora of stages.  Some of her works outside 
of ACT include Lonestar Love Potion at the Ingersoll Dinner 
Theatre, A Christmas Carol at the Salisbury House, and Book of 
Days at Grandview.  Joyce's onstage work here at ACT includes 
Godspell, It's a Wonderful Life, The Oldest Profession, Hankerin' 

Hillbillies and The Rainmaker.  Offstage, she is a CMA at Iowa Retina 
Consultants and enjoys quilting/sewing, cycling, dancing, and her two 18 
pound kitties.  She has 2 children and 3 grandchildren.  Joyce is grateful to 
finally be playing along side Becky Plager (Mom) in this show so people will 
at long last know they are two different people. 

Julie Bratton (Mrs. Johnson, Museum Assistant, Jamie, Park 
Ranger) hails from Baltimore, Maryland and made the trek to 
Iowa in 2008.  In Baltimore, she performed in several local 
theaters and did shows such as Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk, 
The House of Blue Leaves, and Romeo and Juliet, as well as several 
readings with The Baltimore Playwrights Festival.  Although 

most of her work has been done outside of Iowa, she has worked at the 
Des Moines Playhouse in The Farnsworth Invention.  We now welcome her to 
our stage, as Leaving Iowa is her ACT debut...and boy did we put her to 
work!  Julie is an itinerant teacher for the Iowa Braille School and enjoys 
reading and taking long walks in all kinds of weather.  She also very 
thankful for Yak-Traks for those wintery walks. 

Garren Bugh (Cart Guy, Amish Guy, Jack Singer, Clerk) is 
making his debut with ACT in Leaving Iowa, and just like Julie, 
we loaded him up with a full cast a characters to play.  
Although his acting profile is shorter than many of our other 
cast members, he has proven that he has the acting bug in him 
and we look forward to many returns to the ACT stage.  

Garren played one of the Apostles in the Elgin, Illinois's Summer 
Community Theatre's adaptation of Jesus Christ Superstar.  He has also 
helped out with some dramas at Hope Lutheran Church.  Garren is a 
regional manager for six of the areas Sprint Stores.  He enjoys posting his 
political views on Facebook and spending time with his family.  He and his 
wife, Rebecca, have a 3 year old, Makenzie. 



Lisa DeWaard (Grandma, Amish Gal, Jessie) has been seen 
on the ACT stage in Murder Takes the Stage, The Phantom Tollbooth 
and Godspell.  She recently appeared in Lend Me a Tenor.  She has 
been doing local theater in many venues around the Des 
Moines area since 2004.  Favorites outside ACT include Song of 
Survival, Cannoli or Else, Wiley and the Hairy Man and Taming of the 

Shrew.  She is a huge fan of Broadway musicals and enjoys knitting, karaoke, 
reading, spending time with friends and taking care of her three fur children 
(cats) - Penelope, Isabella and Diesel  She is really excited to be doing this 
show with such a wonderful cast. 

Monte Engh (Grandpa, Uncle Phil, Fred the mechanic, Bob 
Peneplains) is one of two of our actors who made their ACT 
acting debuts with Bedful of Foreigners back in 1999.  We've been 
keeping him very busy here at ACT ever since.  A few of 
Monte's favorite roles are Bedful of Foreigners, Wizard of Oz, 
Hankerin Hillbillies, The Phantom Tollbooth, and Funny Money.  He 

is married to Vicki, has three grown children and works for Kum and Go 
Stores.  In his free time he enjoys biking, sports, traveling and going on 
Mission Trips throughout the year. 

Torii Grabowski (Sis) was bitten by the acting bug after her 
first ACT appearance in February's Every Little Crook and Nanny. 
She appeared in the April production of Lend Me a Tenor and is 
now doing her third show in a row.  She absolutely LOVES the 
experience and has proven to be a great asset to ACT.  She was 
involved in drama during high school and took some acting 

classes at Drake where she majored in Writing and Magazine Journalism. 
After this show, Torii will be "leaving Iowa" to attend Boise State to pursue 
her MA in fiction writing..  Torii loves to travel and spent a semester 
abroad backpacking through Europe.  She is a nanny for several supportive 
fans who come to see the shows.  The ACT family wishes Torii much 
success in her new endeavors at Boise State and we hope that acting bug 
keeps biting! 



Biographies Continued 

Becky Plager (Mom) has done several shows with ACT, and 
has worked both on stage and behind the scenes.  Her last 
show was I Remember Mama, which was quite a rewarding 
experience for her, as she acquired three sisters.  Becky will not 
soon forget her acting debut with ACT in Bedful of Foreigners in 
1999.  A couple of years ago she was given the opportunity to 

play Betty in Heaven Can Wait, one of her favorite movies.  Her man-friend, 
Mr. Farnsworth, who was played by Aaron Price, is now her son in Leaving 
Iowa...only in theatre!  According to Becky, "Theatre is such a wonderful 
hobby for me.  I am truly grateful for the chance to make people laugh.  
They say laughter is the best medicine, and I would have to agree".  Becky 
is an Assistant Project Manager at Wireless Facilities Inc.  She has two 
children, Robert and Angela.  She enjoys working in her yard, remodeling 
her home, ACT and volunteering for events with The Spinal Cord Injury 
Association of Iowa. 

Aaron Price (Don Browning) most recently appeared on the 
ACT stage in April as the hotel bellhop in Lend Me a Tenor, and 
last fall in Clue: The Musical as Mr. Green.  He has been in 14 
shows at ACT including A Christmas Carol, Don’t Drink the 
Water, And Then There Were None, Heaven Can Wait and Dearly 
Departed.  Aaron works at YRC Transportation as an account 

specialist.  He enjoys writing, watching movies, reading and collecting 
comic books.  Aaron is serving his 2nd year on the ACT Board of 
Directors.  He would like to thank his fiancée, Megan, for her love and 
support. 

Al Price (Dad) has been involved with ACT clear back to 
1983!  He says all are his favorites.  A few that he have been 
special are Oklahoma, Guys and Dolls, The Wizard of Oz, Our Town 
(twice), Greater Tuna, Dearly Departed, Don't Drink the Water, 
Arsenic and Old Lace, The Money in Uncle George's Suitcase, and 
Clue: The Musical.  Al and his wife, Jan, have three children and 

five grandchildren.  He enjoys reading (History), playing golf, and watching 
sports on TV.  Al would like to thank Jan for sharing his love of the theater.  
It has always been a part of their family.  In fact, Al and Jan met over 40 
years ago during a production in college.  Now their children and 
grandchildren are involved with theater as well.  It's especially rewarding for 
Al to be able to work with his family on shows.  He has done several shows 
with his wife, and now is getting to work with his son, Aaron, again.  This 
time as Dad and Son. 



Kent Whitmore (Farmer Johnson, Joe Hofingers, Civil War 
Guy, Wayne) has done several shows with ACT over the years. 
A few roles include, Count Yousekevitch in Fools, Mitch Bryant 
in The Money in Uncle George's Suitcase, John the Baptist/Judas in 
Godspell, and Elwood P Dowd in Harvey.  When he's not on 
stage or working at Broadlawn's Medical Center, he enjoys 

walking, biking , watching old classic movies and TV shows, and working 
with youth.  He is married to Vonnie, one of our stage hands.  They have 
two children, Alicia, and Bryce, and will soon be getting a daughter-in-law, 
Cassie. 

Lynn Arterburn (Director) ) keeps herself quite busy at ACT:  
board member, marketing coordinator, membership committee 
member, children's theater staff, producer, stage manager, 
costumer, and creator of all the playbills, emails and other 
marketing materials.  That's just to name a few of the things 
she does and she LOVES every minute of it.  Theater has been 

a great family activity that she has been able to participate in with her 
husband, Doug, and their two children, Lisa and Scott, over the past 18 
years.  She enjoys spending time with her two adorable twin grandchildren - 
Olivia and Owen - who are about to enter the "terrible two" stage.  During 
the school year, she works at Crocker Elementary.  She would like to thank 
Doug for putting up with all the craziness that happens at their house while 
she's preparing for a show.  "I would also like to thank Theresa for being 
such a fantastic producer and great friend.  I can always count on her to be 
there doing whatever I need her to do.  She always goes beyond what is 
expected.  I couldn't have done this show without her.  I would also like to 
thank the wonderful cast and crew for all their outstanding work.  Thanks, 
team.  It's been outstanding, simply outstanding!" 

Theresa Britt (Producer) has never been bitten by the acting 
bug but has been involved with community theatre since Junior 
High.  She got her start behind the scenes at Waterloo 
Community Playhouse and joined the ACT bandwagon in 1987 
after moving to Ankeny.  A few of the ACT productions she 
has worked on include: Bedful of Foreigners, Silver Whistle, Once 

Upon a Mattress, It's a Wonderful Life, The Dining Room, and Plaza Suite. 
Theresa has two wonderful and supportive children, Megan and Erick.  She 
works in Radiation Oncology at Mercy Medical Center and enjoys the 
theater, movies, walking and being with her friends and family.  Theresa 
would like to thank the Director, Lynn Arterburn, "for asking me back 
again! It's always a great pleasure working with you, Lynn.  And I do believe 
we have another great cast and show put together!!" 



Biographies Continued 

Tim Clue's first writing gig was stand-up comedy. However, in 1991 he 
established Short Story Theater with Marco Benassi, a multimedia theatrical 
company that combined short fiction adaptations with documentary 
footage.  Greek Streets was their inaugural work, using short stories by Harry 
Mark Petrakis.  Other Definitions of Confinement premiered at the National 
Jewish Theater in 1993, introducing the life and writings of Russian political 
prisoner Dmitry Stonov, and in 1997 Coloring Potential debuted and focused 
on the stories of Chicago's inner-city youth.  In 1999, Spike Manton and 
Clue wrote and directed a Chicago-based television sitcom pilot Tiny Pig 
that "made it into the can", but not on TV; it is now being adapted into a 
comedy musical.  Their play Leaving Iowa is also being written as a 
screenplay.  Clue grew up in Rochelle, Illinois and still lives in Chicago with 
his wife, Kathryn Lake, one cat, no kids and no station wagon. 

Spike Manton was born on a farm in far upstate New York, but his 
parents moved the family to a bustling metropolis of almost two thousand 
people, where he grew up in a standard 1960's family unit of four kids, two 
parents and one station wagon.  As child number three, he is very familiar 
with the seating location known as "the way back."  After graduating 
Bradley University, Peoria, Illinois, Manton moved to Chicago, quit his 
Procter & Gamble sales job, got married and began a career in stand-up 
comedy.  Stand-up lead to cable TV shows like Evening at the Improv, 
MTV and Comedy Central and, more importantly, a career in Chicago 
radio, where he spent 10 years hosting FM talk shows and sports talk shows 
on ESPN Radio.  Along the way, Manton has been trying to create, write 
and produce original work with his writing partner, Tim Clue.  Leaving Iowa 
is their best example of executing that plan to date, although they have 
many projects at various stages of production.  Manton lives in Chicago 
with his wife, Tami, their two children, Mickey and Samantha. 

Leaving Iowa was produced by special arrangement with 
The Dramatic Publishing Company of Woodstock, Illinois. 



ACT appreciates the generosity of businesses and individuals in the Ankeny 
area who help support productions.  The director, cast and crew of Leaving 
Iowa would like to thank the following people and business for their 
generous contribution to the show. 

 
ACTORS of Ames - costumes, wigs 
AFUMC - vest for Cart Guy 
Ankeny Hy-Vee  - shopping cart 
Fareway North - Wayne's hat 
Jerry Reid - computer for slideshow 
Kevin Burke - Civil War gun 
Lois Hoadley - pitchfork 
Mercy Cancer Center - wig for mom 
Mercy Medical Center Properties - display rack for Welcome Center 
Newton Community Theatre - costumes, bar 
Randy and Sarah Reid - projector 
Roger and Carol Shannon - Confederate uniform 
TJ Nails - nails for wind chime 
US Center Foundation - brochure for Center of United States 
Vonnie Whitmore - quilt 
Yankee Clipper - items for "The Bar" and "Gabby's" 

Special Acknowledgements 

ACT has several exciting drama camp opportunities this summer for 
children Ages 4 through 8th grade.  There are still openings available for 
the June 28 - July 2 and July 12 - 16 sessions.  Registration forms are 

located at the refreshment area or on our 
website at ankenycommunitytheatre.com.  

ACT received a $5650 grant from Prairie 
Meadows Racetrack and Casino through its 
2009 Community Betterment Grant 
Program to help underwrite the costs for staff 
and facility rental for the 2010 camps.  ACT 
is greatly appreciative of this support. 

Summer Drama Camps 



Ankeny Community Theatre would like to thank the following individuals, businesses and 
foundations for their generous support of our organization during the 2009-2010 season. 

Angel ($500+) 
Glenn & Vi DeStigter 
Al & Sue Ites 
Jerry & Jo Reid 
Juanita Rogers 
Deloris Van Oort 
 

Producer 
($250 - $499) 
Doris Anderson 
Gerald & Pamela Bair 
John & Anne Claes 
Monte & Vicki Engh 
Jeanne Ginger 
Harvey & Sandy Olsthoorn 
Kirk Reeder & Sharon Hall 
Evelyn Rigby 
Roger & Sondra Spahr 
Wendi Taylor 
Arlyn & Connie Weieneth 
Richard & Patricia Wilson 
 

Director ($75 - $249) 
Jim & Sharon Anderson 
Doug & Lynn Arterburn 
Bonnie Ballard 
Aaron & Barbara Beckerman 
Dorothy Blewer 
Aldo & Donna Bulgarelli 
Dick & Ellen Crowe 
Troy DeStigter 
Bob & Mary Jo Frazier 
Ed & Joan Gibson 
Bev Heldt 
Lory & Mary Johnson 
Don & Truly Judisch 

Ken & Donna Kelling 
Jan Kerrigan 
Alice Killham 
Bob & Leighann LaRocca 
Carol Leonard 
Gene Lucht & Gail  
    Sheridan-Lucht 
Harold & Sherri Mosier 
Jay & Margaret Munson 
Gary & Jo Ellen Nervig 
Scott & Brandi Nielsen 
Abby Ostrem 
Kerry Jo Ostring 
Larry & Jo Overton 
Keith & Karen Pederson 
Dale & Kathy Polson 
Bud Pratt 
Al & Jan Price 
LaVerne & Janice Quass 
Tom & Joan Quinlin 
Steve & Georgene Raver 
Shawn & Chris Rourick 
Paul & Kaylene Ruby 
Rick & Rhonda Snyder 
Polly Taylor 
Mark & Janet Tuttle 
Creston & Evelyn Vos 
Linda Whitecotton 
Janet Wilson 
Sandra Zimmerman 
Don & Carolyn Zuck 
 

Patron ($50 - $74) 
Carolyn Bauer 
Theresa Britt 
Bob & Leona Carlson 

Karen Cross 
Loanne Dodge 
Ordean & Elizabeth Johnson 
Grace Leverenz 
Jim & Beverly Nelson 
Ruth Politsch 
Aaron Price 
Dorothy Wyant 
 

Artist ($40 - $49) 
Marian Garner 
Jennifer Mahlow 
Verdel Odgaard 
Carrol Rolow 
Bob & Connie Ruths 
Vikki Ver Huel 
Anna Woods 
 

Friend ($20 - $39) 
Joanne Berry 
Marcia Blanshan 
June Davis 
John Gilmore 
Bettie Hampton 
Teri Happe 
Rebecca Herring 
Steve Hickle 
Karla Kasper 
Angie Luttenegger 
Dee Moss 
Becky Plager 
Shelley Sanderson 
Kay Wayman 
Linda Wheeler 

Contributions 

2009 - 2010 Corporate Friends 

Ankeny Uptown Association Central Service & Supply 

2009 - 2010 Friends of ACT 

Ankeny Community Theatre would like to thank all of our anonymous donors 
whose gifts total $1000. 
 

Federal Home Loan Bank of Des Moines and Wellmark have generously contributed 
through their employee matching gift program. 



 

 

 

Ankeny’s Finest 
Selection and Service for 

Wine, Liquor, Beer, and Cigars 

10% OFF your next purchase 

1802 SE Delaware, #112 
964-0074 

Hours:  Mon.-Thurs.  10am-8pm     Fri.-Sat.  10am-9pm      Closed Sunday 

In the Delaware Center across from Kohl’s 

Over 1000 wines, 350 beers, full liquor 

selection, and walk-in humidor 

 



JUST LIKE "CHEERS"...  WITHOUT THE 

ANNOYING MAILMAN! 
 

Your Neighborhood Tavern 

Right Next Door to ACT 

Stop by and see us after the show! 
 

1912 SW 3rd St., Ankeny • 964-4324 

Open Sunday - Saturday, 12PM - 2AM 

Free Hors D'oeuvres Friday Night 4-6PM 

Let The 

Good Times 
       Roll 



 

For All Your Pumping Needs… 

Godwin Dri prime Pumps 

Pumps In Stock for sale or rental for dewatering, 

Sewer bypass or wellpoint. 

1-800-247-2400 



GREAT GIFT IDEA 
Looking for the right gift for that special person in your life who already has 
everything they need?  Why not make a contribution to ACT in the name of that 
special person!  What a great way to recognize birthdays, anniversaries or other 
special events.  Just mail a check to Ankeny Community Theatre, Box 122, 
Ankeny, Iowa 50021. 

 

ACT NEEDS YOU! 
ACT depends on the citizens of Ankeny and the surrounding communities to keep 
the theater operational.  Each volunteer is a valuable asset to the theater.  Time 
commitments can be large or small.  Volunteer possibilities include but are not 
limited to: 

 Costuming 

 Set building 

 Make-up 

 Concessions  

 Committee work 
 

You may also support the theater by purchasing season tickets or a membership. 
Check out the opportunities by picking up volunteer forms or season tickets and 
membership forms from the box office or visit our website.  You may also call the 
theater and the volunteer coordinator will return your call.  Make new friends, 
have fun with old friends, and know the satisfaction of being part of live theater. 

 

MATCHING FUNDS 
Several companies have volunteer programs in place where the employer will 
match the amount of money that an employee donates to nonprofit organizations. 
Several also have programs where they match hours an employee has volunteered 
with a dollar contribution.  Pioneer, Meredith, Federal Home Loan Bank and 
MidAmerican Energy are just some of the companies that have provided such 
funding to ACT based on employees contributing and working with ACT.  Please 
check with your employer to see if you could be taking advantage of these 
programs and help secure ACT financing. 

 

EMAIL NOTIFICATION 
If you would like to receive information about ACT such as newsletters, audition 
information, children’s activities and show reminders, please go to our website to 
sign up for email notification.  Help us cut down on our mailing costs while 
keeping yourself informed of the most current events at ACT.  If you are already 
signed up, please keep us updated on any email address changes so we may 
continue to send you email notifications. 

Ways to Help ACT 


