
169399_SO_DSM 2018-19.indd   A1 8/28/18   3:28 PM

PRESENTS

MOM’S GIFT
BY PHIL OLSON

SEPTEMBER 27 - OCTOBER 6, 2019



Standing OVATION 2019–2020 SEASON

 

 

 

 

 

Mom’s Gift Cast 
 In Order of Appearance 

Kat Ali Kirwen 
Mrs. Norquist Barb Wagner 
Brittney Corinn Brush 
Mom Tammy Sposeto 
Dad Troy Gould 
Trish Lisa Gould 
Kevin Ethan Saltz 

 

 

Time: A warm September day. Dad’s birthday 
 

Setting: The living room and front porch of the Swensen 
family in a Minneapolis suburb. 

 
ACT I  

Sunday. Early afternoon. 
ACT II 

Same day. One minute later. 
  

There will be a 15-minute intermission between acts. 
 

The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio 
and/or visual recordings of this production is strictly 
prohibited under copyright law. 
 
Mom’s Gift is produced by special arrangement with Samuel 
French, Inc. 
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Production Team 
Director Dawn Hockemeyer 
Assistant Director  Jim Leeper 
Producer Michael Porche 
Stage Manager Barb Wagner 
Set Design Frank Sposeto III 
Set Construction Frank Sposeto III, Darline Sposeto 
Light/Sound Technician Joe Kirwen 
Program Lynn Arterburn 
Photographers Amber Romans, Greg Romans 
Logo Design Rebekah Tuttle 
Marketing Doug Arterburn, Lynn Arterburn, 

Stacie Bendixen, Lisa DeWaard, 
Allyson Martens, Tammy Sposeto, 

Rebekah Tuttle, Cassie Twichell 
 

Special Acknowledgements 
ACT appreciates the generosity of businesses and individuals who help 
support our productions. Thank you to the following for their support 
of this show: 

Heuss Publishing, Inc. - programs 
 

 

 

 

Biographies 

 

Corinn Brush (Brittney) played Snout in ACT’s A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream in August and Maggie in 
Dinner by Eight, Dead by Nine in February. She played 
Vera in The Odd Couple (female version) in high 
school. Corinn directed Hide and Seek in high school. 
Hobbies include camping, hiking, anything water 
related, watching Netflix, and spending time with 
family. Corinn works for the Johnston School 
District. 
 

 

Lisa Gould (Trish) has served in many roles at ACT. 
She debuted in Almost Maine, was assistant director 
for A Few Good Men, was light/sound technician for 
Over the River and Through the Woods and served as stage 
manager for The Trouble With Cats and Frankenstein. 
Lisa likes spending time with friends and watching 
movies. She and her husband, Troy, live in Johnston 
with their two children, Jordan and Alexis. 
 
 

 

Troy Gould (Dad) has appeared in ACT’s Twelve 
Angry Jurors, Deathtrap, and The God Committee. He has 
also appeared at Newton Community Theatre in It’s a 
Wonderful Life and A Few Good Men and at ACTORS 
in Wait Until Dark, Other Desert Cities, and Almost, 
Maine. When not acting, Troy enjoys bike riding, 
playing disc golf, and playing board games. He is the 
CFO at Serve Credit Union. While Troy's stage wife 
is Tammy, whom he has thoroughly enjoyed grieving 
in this production, he is actually married to his stage 
girlfriend, Lisa. 
 

 

Ali Kirwen (Kat) recently played Titania in ACT’s A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. She has also appeared in 
ACT’s Dancing Lessons, Unnecessary Farce (Billie 
Dwyer), Honk! (Ida), and Almost, Maine (Rhonda) and 
at ACTORS in Other Desert Cities (Brooke Wyeth). Ali 
is a doctoral student at Iowa State. She enjoys board 
games, all things coffee, and spending time with her 
husband, Joe, and her cats. 
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Ethan Saltz (Kevin) made his ACT debut last season 
in Kiss Me, Kate. He has appeared on stage at the Des 
Moines Playhouse in the ensemble for Elf and Billy 
Elliot (two of his favorites) and as Gregory in Miss 
Nelson is Missing. Ethan enjoys writing music and 
plays. He is a para-educator at Lakewood Elementary 
and is a sophomore at DMACC. 
 

 

 

Tammy Sposeto (Mom) is on the ACT Board of 
Directors as well as the Iowa Community Theatre 
Association Board, serving community theatre in 
Ankeny as well as throughout Iowa. While her stage 
husband is Troy, she is actually married to Frank, 
who is also actively involved in ACT in a directorial 
role in both past and future productions. 
 
 

 

Barb Wagner (Mrs. Norquist) last appeared on our 
stage in A Christmas Chaos, Musical Chairs, and The 
Regifters. She has directed thirteen shows at ACT - the 
most recently being last season’s You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown. In total, Barb has directed and/or 
performed in approximately 175 shows in the Des 
Moines area. She is excited to be on stage again after 
a little break. During the day, she is the administrative 
assistant to the Director of Financial Aid at DMACC 
in Ankeny. Residing in West Des Moines with her 
husband, Don, she loves to spend time with their cat 
children (Willie Nelson and Winifred) and especially 
her mom, Doris Merrill (“love you more”). 
 

 

Dawn Hockemeyer (Director) has been in many 
productions and directed The Dixie Swim Club and A 
Delightful Quarantine at ACT. She enjoys spending time 
with her family, watching Jag volleyball, and 
attending theater. She is a secretary at Northview 
Middle School. 
 
 
 
 

 

Jim Leeper (Assistant Director) last appeared on our 
stage in Almost, Maine. Audiences have also enjoyed 
seeing him at the Des Moines Playhouse, ACTORS 
(Ames), and Urbandale Community Theatre. He 
directed Snowangel by Lewis John Carlino at Central 
College. Jim’s favorite roles include Nick in Uh Oh, 
Here Comes Christmas, Harry McMichel in Not Now, 
Darling, and Big Jule in Guys and Dolls. Jim enjoys 
sports, traveling to national parks and taking nature 
photography. 
 

 

Michael Porche (Producer) has directed seven 
shows at ACT and has acted in numerous shows. 
Favorite roles include Max in Lend Me a Tenor (ACT) 
and the President in November (ACTORS). Michael is 
a strong supporter and volunteer for the Iowa Donor 
Network. 
 

 

 

 
Mailing Address:  PO Box 122, Ankeny, Iowa 50023 

Website:  www.ankenycommunitytheatre.com 
Email:  information@ankenycommunitytheatre.com 

 
 
 

 

 

2019 - 2020 ACT Board of Directors 

President - Susan Casber       President Elect - Cheryl Clark 
John Claes Joe Kirwen Matt Tuttle 

Brad Church Allyson Martens Robert Uy 
Ali Kirwen Tamie Mullen Whitney Welp 

 Tammy Sposeto  
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Donate to ACT: Become a Member 
 

Benefits of membership: 
 Discounts on season punch cards and educational workshops 
 Invited to Annual Meeting and eligible to vote on ACT business, such as 
     electing board members 
 Recognition in each ACT playbill (unless you request to remain 
     anonymous) 
 Donations are fully tax-deductible 

  

Visit www.ankenycommunitytheatre.com to donate online with a credit card. 
You can also mail a check along with a membership form (also found on our 
website) to ACT. 

 

Season Punch Cards on Sale Now 

At ACT, we do season tickets the flexible way - with punch cards you can use 
however you want! Choose from a 6-punch or 3-punch card. Punch cards are 
valid for the six shows in our main season. Tickets for the two Studio Series 
shows will be sold separately. Here’s how it works:  

1. Buy your punch card online at www.ankenycommunitytheatre.com (a 
link will direct you to Midwestix), OR mail in the season punch card 
form (found on our website) with your check.  

2. Use your punch card to make advance reservations for specific 
performances. You can make reservations online at 
www.ankenycommunitytheatre.com (choose your performance date and 
choose the “Season Punch Card” option) or call Midwestix at 515-244-
2771 and tell them you have a season punch card.  

3. When you come to a show, present your punch card at the box office.  
 
Each punch can be used for one seat at any performance of any show in the main 
season – so you can use your punches across the whole season, use several 
punches to bring friends to one performance, or any combination!  
 
You can buy a 2019-2020 punch card for the same price at any time during the 
season. It expires at the end of the last show in the main season, Marjorie Prime. 
So if you run out of punches before the season is over, you can buy more!  
 

  

 

2019 - 2020 Contributors 

Ankeny Community Theatre would like to thank the following individuals, 
businesses, and foundations for their generous support of our organization.  
List does not include any memberships received after September 1, 2019. 

Producer ($1000+) 
DS Hamilton 
Christopher Lewis 
 
Director ($500 - $999) 
Stacie Bendixen 
Lois & Denis Kern 
Kimberly Spitzig 
 
Stage Manager  
($250 - $499) 
Sharon Hall & Kirk Reeder 
Gail & Gene Lucht 
 
Actor ($100 - $249) 
Lynn & Doug Arterburn 
Mary & Dave Bendixen 
Susan & Scott Casber 
James Clack 
Ellen & Dick Crowe 
Karen Dyer 
Mary Jo & Bob Frazier 
Evie & Ken Gregerson 
Adam Haselhuhn 
 

Betty & Rex Humke 
Mary & Lory Johnson  
Joyce Jones & Peggy 
   Zimmerman  
Truly & Don Judisch 
Donna Kelling 
Jo Ellen & Gary Nervig 
Kerry Jo Ostring 
Kathy & Dale Polson 
Joan & Tom Quinlin 
Jan & Al Price 
Debbie Rasko 
Georgene & Stephen Raver 
Sharon & Jim Roberts 
Marsha Smithey 
Valerie & John Stratton 
Carolyn & Don Zuck 
 
Patron ($20 - $99) 
Mary Atha 
Rosie Bly 
Lisa DeWaard 
Lois Dickerson 
 

Jean Hance 
Teri Happe 
Karla Kasper 
Rahul Kumar 
Jim Leeper 
Ali McLeish 
Tamara Lea Mullen 
Donna & Ken Reams 
Greg Romans 
Nanci Schaper 
Joan Sieczkowski 
Jackie Vandivier 
Whitney & Matt Welp 
 
Business Friends 
Ankeny Diner 
Ankeny Hy-Vee 
Café Diem 
Heuss Publishing, Inc  
Main Street Café 
Plot Twist Bookstore 
Sorriso Grill 
Vanessa’s Essential Oils 
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Want to do more to help ACT? 

ACT’s committees are made up of board members and other volunteers. The 
committees plan and carry out all of the theater’s functions, under the 
board’s direction. Volunteering on a committee is a great way to make a real 
difference at ACT! If you’re interested in getting involved in any of these 
areas, please email volunteer@ankenycommunitytheatre.com to learn more. 

Building and Operations: Responsible for the condition of the building 
and managing supplies.  

Data Management: Responsible for all things information - databases, digital 
accounts and services, documenting and organizing information and 
materials related to running the organization, including policies and 
procedures. 

Education: Develops and manages youth and adult education programming, 
including summer camps, free library workshops, and adult workshops. 

Finance: Oversees financial management and brings financial 
recommendations to the board. 

Fundraising: Develops fundraising events, grants, sponsorships and 
corporate/organizational fundraising, as well as major gifts and legacy giving 
from individuals. 

Marketing: Advertising, social media, email marketing, newsletter, media 
relations, graphic design, playbills, community outreach. 

Membership and Sales: Cultivates and manages individual donors 
(members); plans annual member event. Manages box office system and 
ticket sales, including pricing and season punch cards, as well as audience 
experience. 

Play Selection: Responsible for artistic visioning; forms the 
recommendation for the next season for board approval. 

Production: Responsible for all aspects of putting on shows themselves; 
develops and implements related policies and procedures. Committee 
members also serve as producers. 

Volunteer: Recruits, trains, and manages volunteers; develops policies and 
procedures related to volunteers; develops volunteer recognition.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Thank you, Volunteers! 
A round of applause to all of our front-of-house volunteers during the 

2018-2019 season. ACT couldn’t run without you! 

Sharon Anderson 
Kathy Anthony 
Stacie Bendixen 
Ann Marie Buell 
Colton Buell 
Alex Buelt 
Susan Casber 
Mary Catlett 
John Claes 
Anne Claes 
Cheryl Clark 
Karen Cross 
Carissa DeVos Lee 
Lisa DeWaard 
Dagan Fleming 
Andy Funke 
Christine Gamero 
John Gookin 
 

Adam Haselhuhn 
Sydney Heuton 
Ruth Hindal 
Harold Hinkhouse 
Larry Johnson 
Rachel Johnson 
Caroline King 
Jim Leeper 
Joyce Lutz  
James Machamer 
Jenny Macken 
Abby Martin 
Linda McClure 
Michelle Morlan 
Tamra Mullen 
Scott Nielsen 
Angela Oliver 
Becky Plager 
 

Kathy Polson 
Debbie Rasko 
Sheila Rasmussen 
Georgene Raver 
Kirk Reeder 
Gail Sheridan-Lucht 
Shawn Sherman 
Frank Sposeto III 
Valerie Stratton 
Leslie Stratton Gookin 
Bekah Tuttle 
Janet Tuttle 
Robert Uy 
Barb Wagner 
Charity Watson 
Whitney Welp 
Matt Welp 
Christine Yoder 
 

Help Us Stock Our Shelves 
Next time you’re out shopping, throw an item or two from our wish list 
below in your shopping cart to donate to ACT. Every donation helps us 

continue to provide quality performances for theatergoers like yourselves. 
 

bottled water Kleenex hand soap 
canned pop toilet paper cleaning wipes 
coffee pods paper towels garbage bags 
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ACT in the Spotlight 

Hats off to the ACT productions and individuals who received honors in the 
theater community last season! 
 
Dancing Lessons, ACT’s entry in AACTFest (American Association of 
Community Theatre competition) 
Cast: Ali Kirwen and Joe Kirwen. Director: Michael Hollister.  
 
At state festival, ACT was one of two theaters selected to advance to 
regionals, and won individual awards: 

 Michael Hollister won Outstanding Direction 
 Joe Kirwen was named an Outstanding Performer 

 
At Region V AACTFest, ACT won 2nd place, and individual awards:  

 Cast won Outstanding Ensemble 
 Michael Hollister won Outstanding Direction 
 Matt Tuttle won Outstanding Lighting Design 

 
2018-2019 Cloris Award nominations 
Best Performance by an Actor in a Featured Role in a Musical: Mitchell 
Nieland as Paul/Gremio in Kiss Me, Kate 
Best Performance by an Actress in a Leading Role in a Musical: Ashley 
Rogers as Lucy in You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown 
Best Choreography: Dee Bollinger for Kiss Me, Kate 
 
2018 Iowa Community Theatre Association Awards of Excellence 
nominations 
Ensemble in a Play: The cast of Almost, Maine 
Lead Actress in a Play: Nicole Titus as Joanne Galloway in A Few Good Men 
Lead Actor in a Play: Josh Zirkle as Matty in Passing Notes 
Lead Actor in a Musical: Asher Suski as Ugly in Honk! 
Supporting Actor in a Play: Scott Nielsen as Narrator in Passing Notes 
Music Direction: Mindy Breaux for Honk! 
Choreography: Mindy Breaux for Honk! 
Technical, Lighting, and Sound Design: Matt Tuttle and Joe Kirwen for 
You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown 
 

 

 

 


