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A Christmas Story Cast 
 In Order of Appearance 

Ralph  Al Price 
Mother Alexis Beyer 
Randy Blake Sauer* 
Schwartz Grant Guiter* 
Flick David Tillinghast* 
Helen Weathers Sadie Tillinghast* 
Esther Jane Alberry Eleanor Lawler* 
Ralphie Hudson Pulver* 
The Old Man Troy Gould 
Scut Farcus Will Harms 
Miss Shields Corinn Brush 
 * ACT Debut 

 

 

Time: Christmas Past & Present 
Setting: Hohman, Indiana 

ACT I  
Parker home, various locations in the town of Hohman, 

schoolhouse 

ACT II 
Parker home, various locations in the town of Hohman, 

schoolhouse 
  

There will be a 15-minute intermission between acts. 
 

The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio 
and/or visual recordings of this production is strictly 

prohibited under copyright law. 
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Production Team 
Director Cheryl Clark 
Assistant Director  Becky Plager Harden 
Producer Matt Tuttle 
Set Design Cheryl Clark 
Set Construction Doug Moon, Matt Tuttle 
Set Painting Cheryl Clark 
Light Designers Corinn Brush, Matt Tuttle 
Light Technician Riley Devick 
Sound Designer Matt Tuttle 
Sound Technician Dagen Peacock 
Costumes Cheryl Clark 
Props Cheryl Clark, Becky Plager Harden 
Program Lynn Arterburn 
Photographers Amber Romans, Greg Romans 
Logo Design Rebekah Tuttle Wieland 
Marketing Doug Arterburn, Lynn Arterburn, 

Stacie Bendixen, Allyson Martens, 
Tammy Sposeto, Rebekah Tuttle 

Wieland, Cassie Twichell, Robert Uy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Biographies 

 

Alexis Beyer (Mother) has previously appeared on 
the ACT stage in Francine’s Will, Adams’ Eve, and The 
Registers and has performed in Tales of a Fourth Grade 
Nothing at the Des Moines Playhouse. She and her 
husband. Bryan, have a 3-year-old daughter, Olivia, a 
dog, and two cats. Alexis enjoys binge watching 
Netflix, gaming, playing with Olivia, dancing, and 
cooking/baking. She works as a personal banker at 
Two Rivers Bank & Trust. 
 

 

Corinn Brush (Miss Shields) has appeared in ACT’s 
Mom’s Gift, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and Dinner by 
Eight, Dead by Nine. She played Vera in The Odd Couple 
(female version) in high school. Corinn directed Hide 
and Seek in high school. Hobbies include camping, 
hiking, anything water related, watching Netflix, and 
spending time with family. Corinn works for the 
Johnston School District. 
 

 

Troy Gould (Old Man) states his favorite shows at 
ACT include Twelve Angry Jurors, Deathtrap, and Mom’s 
Gift. He has appeared at Newton Community Theatre 
in A Few Good Men and It’s a Wonderful Life. Troy has 
been married for 26 years to Lisa and they have two 
children. He works as CFO at Serve Credit Union 
and in his spare time, he enjoys movies, disc golf, 
video games, and NFL football. Troy is SO 
PUMPED to play such an iconic role! 
 

 

Grant Guiter (Schwartz) played his favorite role as 
Gus in The Villian, one of four musicals he 
performed with Curtain Call Kids. He likes to 
entertain his mom, dad, and three sisters with jokes, 
dancing, and singing. Grant is in 6th grade at Summit 
Middle School in Johnston. 
 
 

Special Acknowledgements 
ACT appreciates the generosity of businesses and individuals who help 
support our productions. Thank you to the following for their support 
of this show: 

Heuss Publishing, Inc. - programs 
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Will Harms (Farcus) has performed at ACT in 
Christmas Chaos, Honk!, and The Elevator Family. Will 
loves all things tech, planes, golf, spending time with 
family and friends, and of course, acting! He is a 7th 
grader at Parkview Middle School in Ankeny.  
 

 

 

 

Eleanor Lawler (Esther Jane) has stage credits that 
include Story Theatre Company’s Briefs Interviews with 
Internet Cats. She has a black belt in Taekwondo, likes 
reading, Dungeons & Dragons, and animals (she has 
six pets!). Eleanor is a 6th grader at Ballard. 
 
 
 

 

Al Price (Ralph) has been acting at ACT since 1982 
and has appeared in many productions. Some of his 
favorite shows are Oklahoma, The Sunshine Boys, Don’t 
Drink the Water, and Our Town. When not acting, he 
likes to golf, read, and watch sports. Al and his wife 
have three children and five grandchildren and every 
one of them has appeared in ACT productions. Al 
wants to thank his wife for her support! 
 

 

Hudson Pulver (Ralphie) is making his first 
appearance at ACT. He likes skateboarding, biking, 
reading, acting, math, planes, cars, and music. 
Hudson is a 5th grader at Bergman Academy in Des 
Moines and lives in Des Moines with his parents and 
sister.  
 
 
 

 

Blake Sauer (Randy) is making his stage debut with 
this role! He likes sports, music/rapping, and making 
videos. Blake is a 5th grader at Crocker Elementary 
and has a brother, Braden. He weighed two pounds 
at birth and spent his first two months in the 
hospital.  
 

 

David Tillinghast (Flick) is appearing for his very 
first time on stage. He is a 7th grader at Urbandale 
Middle School and likes all sports, choir, band (where 
he plays percussion), and math. David’s parents are 
Sarai and David Jr. and his sister is Sadie (who plays 
Helen in this show). 
 

 

Sadie Tillinghast (Helen) is also making her acting 
debut! She is a 4th grader at Rolling Green 
Elementary School and loves animals, being silly, and 
playing guitar. Sadie lives with her mom, Sarai, her 
dad, David Jr., and her brother, David III (who is 
also in this play!) 
 

 

Cheryl Clark (Director) has nearly 50 years of 
theatre experience which includes directing (most 
recently The Diary of Anne Frank and Honk! at ACT), 
acting (recent roles of Anne Marie in Iowa Stage 
Theatre Company’s A Doll’s House Part 2,  Mrs. 
Winslow in Tallgrass Theatre’s Stop Kiss, and Goose 
in The Des Moines Playhouse’s Charlotte’s Web), and 
costume designing (all 6 Mainstage shows at ACT last 
season as well as Mary Poppins Jr at CAP in Altoona). 
She is president-elect on the Board of Directors for 
ACT, Events Chair on the Iowa Community Theatre 
Association’s Board of Directors and is a nationally 
trained & certified Adjudicator. Cheryl is employed 
by ISU Extension & Outreach, lives in Des Moines 
with her husband, Max, and has three daughters and 
four grandchildren.  
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Becky Plager Harden (Assistant Director) has been 
involved with ACT 20+ years. She has played many 
characters, directed and produced, served as 
backstage manager, operated lights, and much more. 
Becky recently ended her second term on ACT board 
and is excited about the changes taking place to help 
this be a community theater our patrons can be 
proud of. ACT is another family to her. She is excited 
to be working with such an experienced director and 
lovely person. Becky was recently married to Van 
Harden and has moved to Adel to star in a new role 
in their lives together.  
 

 

 

 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 122, Ankeny, Iowa 50023 
Website:  www.ankenycommunitytheatre.com 

Email:  information@ankenycommunitytheatre.com 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 In this Season of Giving, why not spread some Holiday Cheer with ACT? 
Your year-end donation will help ensure that our stage will give you the gift 
of live theater all year long! We would love to add your name to our list of 
contributors. Just go to ankenycommunitytheatre.com and click on the 
donate button. 

2019 - 2020 Contributors 

Ankeny Community Theatre would like to thank the following individuals, 
businesses, and foundations for their generous support of our organization. 

Producer ($1000+) 
DS Hamilton 
Christopher Lewis 
 
Director ($500 - $999) 
Stacie Bendixen 
Lois & Denis Kern 
Doug Moon 
Kimberly Spitzig 
Matt Tuttle 
Barb & Don Wagner 
 
Stage Manager  
($250 - $499) 
Vicki & Monte Engh 
Sharon Hall & Kirk Reeder 
Gail & Gene Lucht 
 
Actor ($100 - $249) 
Lynn & Doug Arterburn 
Mary & Dave Bendixen 
Susan & Scott Casber 
James Clack 
Anne & John Claes 
Cheryl & Max Clark 
Ellen & Dick Crowe 
Troy DeStigter 
Sheila & Dennis Dietz 
Diana & Gregg Durlam 
Karen Dyer 
Mary Jo & Bob Frazier 
 

Evie & Ken Gregerson 
Adam Haselhuhn 
Betty & Rex Humke 
Mary & Lory Johnson  
Joyce Jones & Peggy 
   Zimmerman  
Truly & Don Judisch 
Donna Kelling 
Doris Merrill 
Kay Muller 
Jo Ellen & Gary Nervig 
Kerry Jo Ostring 
Tim Pearson 
Kathy & Dale Polson 
Jan & Al Price 
Joan & Tom Quinlin 
Debbie Rasko 
Georgene & Stephen Raver 
Sharon & Jim Roberts 
Marsha Smithey 
Valerie & John Stratton 
Carolyn & Don Zuck 
 
Patron ($20 - $99) 
Mary Atha 
Rosie Bly 
Brad Church 
Karen Cross 
Lisa DeWaard 
Lois Dickerson 
Jacquelyn & Jason Duke 
 

Lisa & Troy Gould 
Jean Hance 
Teri Happe 
Teresa & Steve Herold 
Karla Kasper 
Rahul Kumar 
Jim Leeper 
Joyce Lutz 
Allyson Martens 
Ali McLeish 
Tamara Lea Mullen 
Donna & Ken Reams 
Greg Romans 
Nanci Schaper 
Joan Sieczkowski 
Tammy & Frank Sposeto 
Anna Sunstrom 
Jackie Vandivier 
Kay Wayman 
Whitney & Matt Welp 
 
Business Friends 
Ankeny Diner 
Ankeny Hy-Vee 
Café Diem 
Heuss Publishing, Inc.  
Kirkendall Library 
Main Street Café 
Sorriso Grill 
Vanessa’s Essential Oils 
 

2019 - 2020 ACT Board of Directors 

President - Susan Casber       President Elect - Cheryl Clark 
John Claes Joe Kirwen Matt Tuttle 

Brad Church Allyson Martens Robert Uy 
Ali Kirwen Tamie Mullen Whitney Welp 

 Tammy Sposeto  
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